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HISTÓRIA PREŠOVA

WELCOME!

The city of Prešov is the metropolis of the Šariš region, the third largest city in Slovakia, 

and also the only city in Slovakia through which the 49th parallel north passes. Prešov is 

a city of many epithets, e.g. Athens over Torysa, Slovak Seattle, or Small Vienna, but what 

makes this city so beautiful are the people. Welcome to Prešov!

Together, let us wander through the old alleys, squares and parks, breathing in the rich 

history of this city while we think back to the fateful events of the centuries past. We can 

explore the historical centre, enjoy a refreshing cup of coffee right in the city square, or sip 

on hot mead at the Christmas market under the romantic lights in the streets.

In any season of the year, the atmosphere in Prešov breathes friendliness and relaxation, 

since Prešov offers numerous leisure opportunities not only right in the centre, but also in 

the surroundings and the wider area.

We believe our city will find a place in your hearts, and we are looking forward to 

seeing you soon! 

I   Presov
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MiddLE AgEs 
THe FoUnDInG  
oF THe CITy

The first written reference to Prešov 

dates back to 1247, even though several 

archeological discovery sites point to the fact 

that various groups of people lived in the 

territory since prehistorical times. During the 

Middle Ages, Prešov gradually turned from 

a simple settlement to a noteworthy town 

due to the significance of its market, located 

close to an important trading route which 

connected the Black Sea and the Baltic sea.  

 

Following the Tatar Invasion of 1241-1242, 

Béla IV, the ruler of Hungary, began to 

invite foreigners and granted them estates 

and various privileges, which meant that 

in addition to the previous population of 

Slovaks and Hungarians, Prešov acquired a 

new demographic group – Saxons (a name 

used in the Middle Ages for Germans). Prešov 

was granted city privileges on January 28th, 

1299, from the Hungarian King Andrew III.

Kumšt
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At the end of the 15th century, Prešov was a 

typical Middle Ages city with approximately 

3,000 citizens, who predominantly lived off 

trading and were exempt from paying toll 

and customs by a royal decree, which attests 

to the city’s great significance. The economy 

of the city also relied on craftsmen, usually 

gathered in guilds. In the Middle Ages, 

city walls were essential – in 1374, Prešov 

gained the rights to build a stone wall with 

bastions and a moat, however, the walls 

were only erected 60 years later, under the 

imminent threat of the Hussite campaigns. 

After the completion of the city wall, Prešov 

could be entered through two massive gates 

on the southern and northern side. Another 

important event in the history of Prešov is 

the acquisition of a city coat-of-arms, which 

was only granted to cities for outstanding 

merits by a special royal privilege. Prešov 

acquired its first coat-of-arms in 1453, 

from the Hungarian King Ladislaus V.
Florian`s gate

Bastion (Town fortification system)

MESTO PREŠOV



EArLy MOdErn 
Times  
THe PeRIoD 
oF THRIVInG

Following the Battle of Mohács in 1526 and 

the subsequent period of fights for the reign of 

Hungary, Prešov fell under the influence of the 

Habsburg family. Due to the military occupation 

of the southern parts of Hungary by Turks, 

the significance of Prešov rose. With the royal 

donations, and the new development in crafts 

and trade, Prešov flourished as never before. 

The naturalization of reformation played a 

significant role in this period of thriving; in a 

relatively short period of time, Prešov became a 

political and cultural center of evangelism in the 

Upper Hungary, a claim verified by the founding 

of an evangelical College for Upper-Hungary 

protestant nobility. Despite the apparent 

progress of the city in these times, there were 

also several unpleasant occasions, the most 

tragic of which was the Prešov Slaughter, also 

known as the Prešov Blood Court, in 1687. 

Under the command of an imperial general, 

Antonio di Caraffa, the city court convicted 24 

townsmen and land owners from Prešov and 

other parts of Hungary. All of them were falsely 

accused of conspiring, tortured during the 

investigation, and eventually brutally executed.

Caraffa`s court monument

Caraffa`s prison
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modern Times 
THe ReCeSSIon AnD 
THe neW 
DeVeLoPMenT 

The beginning of the 18th century found 

Prešov in a desolate state. A century of anti-

Habsburg uprisings ended in 1710 with a great 

plague epidemic, which lowered the usual 

population of Prešov from 5,500 to roughly 

3,000 people. It took the next two decades 

for the city to resume its previous cultural 

and economic development. In this period of 

time, Prešov became the first Upper-Hungary 

city to have its own Freemasons Lodge. 

Called ‘To a Virtuous Traveler’, this Lodge 

was founded by Polish immigrants on June 

24th, 1769, and joined by the intelligentsia of 

Prešov and the nearby areas. Trade and crafts 

became once more significant for the city life, 

the traditional branches meeting the rare 

ones, such as organ manufacture. Prešov also 

rose in importance after assuming the lead in 

the production of sugar out of sugar-beet in 

1803. With the long-lasting period of peace, 

the number of citizens rose to 9,000. In 1816, 

Prešov became the seat of the Greek Catholic 

episcopate. At the end of the 18th century, 

Prešov already had its first Jewish citizens.

Greek Catholic episcopal palace
Cathedral Temple of st. John the Baptist

neptune’s Fountain

immaculata sculpture



20TH CenTury 
THe ReCenT PAST

In the second half of the 19th century and 

at the beginning of the 20th century, Prešov 

gained the name ‘Athens over Torysa’, most 

likely due to the high level of culture and 

education in the city. Based on the number 

of citizens, Prešov was one of the smaller 

cities, with 14,447 people in 1900. Towards 

the end of the 19th century, the city began 

to build its own canalization system and a 

telephone network. In 1907, the city water 

supply system was finished. In 1918, Prešov 

was marked by another tragic event, known 

as the Prešov Uprising. The joy of the end 

of the World War I caused several drunk 

soldiers to plunder the city. The men were 

disarmed and arrested, and eventually 

sentenced to death. 41 soldiers and two 

civilians were executed immediately in the 

square. After the end of the war and the 

disintegration of the monarchy, the city 

of Prešov was not immediately annexed 

to Czechoslovakia. In 1919, Prešov was 

occupied by the Hungarian Red Army, and 

Town hall

Library



20TH CenTury 
THe ReCenT PAST on June 16, 1919, Slovak Republic of Councils, a short-lived communist state also known as Slovak Soviet Republic, 

was announced from the town hall balcony. A month later, the city was overrun by a Czechoslovakian army and 

annexed to the Czechoslovakian Republic. In the period between the World Wars, Prešov, with its 21,775 people, was 

a middle-sized city. The tragic events of the World War II also left imprints on the citizens of Prešov; in March 1942, 

Prešov was the first Slovak city out of which people were transported to a concentration camp. From 1942 to 1945, 

more than 6,400 Jewish people from Prešov and vicinity died in concentration camps.

orthodox synagogue



WorTH VisiTinG

There are 325 historical monuments in 

Prešov; the city centre is a historical town 

reserve, which places Prešov among the oldest 

historical reserves in Slovakia. Main Street, 

which comprises the city centre, is of elongated 

lenticular shape.

rákóczi Palace - one of the most significant 

Renaissance buildings in Slovakia. In 1633, the 

‘Prešov Peace’ between George I Rákóczi and 

Holy Roman emperor Ferdinand II was signed 

in this building. Today, the Palace is affiliated 

with the Regional Museum (more information 

at www.muzeumpresov.sk).

Bosák Bank - a Modern Style building used 

as a financial institute. The building’s name 

was derived from the Slovak expatriate and 

successful banker Michal Bosák. He lived in 

the US where he owned several banks, and his 

signature can be seen on a ten-dollar banknote. 

Currently, the building serves banking purposes.

Klobušický Palace -  dates back to the half 

of the 18th century. The two-story palace in the 

late Baroque style belonged to the family of 

baron Klobušický. In the summer of 1770, the 

Palace was visited by the Holy Roman emperor 

rákoczi Palace

Bosák Bank

Klobušický Palace



Joseph II. During the 19th and 20th century, the 

Palace served various purposes; these days, it 

houses the Regional Court.

old Town school - built supposedly during 

the early years of the 15th century. Graduates 

of this school studied at numerous universities 

abroad, which proves the high quality of the 

education offered here. After the College was 

built, the old Town School was closed down, 

and later on, the Jesuit grammar school used the 

building. Currently, it houses the Library of P. o. 

Hviezdoslav. 

Prešov is also important as a church administration 

centre – the Greek Catholic archdiocese for 

Slovakia resides in the city, as well as the Bishop 

Office of the Eastern district of the evangelical 

Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slovakia, 

or one of the fifteen Orthodox Churches of the 

world, active in Czech Republic and Slovakia.

st. nicholas Concathedral - the oldest and the 

only preserved Gothic religious building in Prešov. 

It is presumed that a German village church 

was built on the same spot already in the 13th 

century. The church burned down several times; 

the last time was in 1887. originally, a stone wall 

surrounded the church in order to protect the 

cemetery – however, in the 19th century, the wall 

was pulled down. According to the historical 

development of the city, the church alternated 

old Town school

Franciscan church of st. Joseph

st. nicholas Concathedral



between being Catholic and Evangelic; ever since 

the uprising of Francis II Rákóczi, the church remains 

a Roman Catholic parish church. not much original 

Gothic and Renaissance furnishing has been left, due 

to the many fires in the church and the destruction 

of the religious fights. Altar paintings from the 15th 

century, an organ from the 17th century and wall 

paintings on the northern wall have been preserved.

evangelical Temple of the Holy Trinity - a 

Renaissance temple from the Reformation period. 

Built on the location of the German medieval 

Church of St. Ladislaus, it served as a temple for 

Hungarian townsmen. This temple, together with 

the neighboring College, constitutes a chronicle of 

Reformation and anti-Reformation history. For 89 

years, it housed Jesuits in Prešov – after the abolition 

of the Jesuit order, the temple as well as the College 

went on auction, and in the 18th century, the 

evangelists managed to regain the temple.

orthodox synagogue - built in 1898, it served 

its religious purpose up until 1942, when it 

became a place for rounding up the Jews of 

Prešov for deportation. The building is designed 

in a concise neo-Romanesque style with Moorish 

elements. Today, the building is considered the 

most beautiful synagogue in Slovakia, and serves 

as a Jewish museum (a year-round exhibition of 

Barkány collection).

For more information, see www.synagoga-presov.sk
orthodox synagogue 

evangelical Temple 
of the Holy Trinity



THe PrešoV  
CaLVary
The monument commemorating Jesus Christ’s 

martyrdom was built on a hill at the western edge 

of Prešov. Calvaries like this were built by the 

worshippers who wanted to revisit and experience 

Jesus Christ’s painful journey on their own. In its 

time, the Prešov Calvary was considered to be the 

second most beautiful Calvary in the whole of the 

Kingdom of Hungary (the first place belonged to 

the Calvary in Banská Štiavnica, also in Slovakia).

The Prešov Calvary is a Baroque complex of 

buildings from the 18th century: the construction 

took place in the years between 1721 and 1893. 

Its origin is tied to the recatholisation and the 

presence of Jesuits in the city; the complex was 

financed from the city’s funds and also from the 

contributions of the townspeople, which is why 

every small chapel contains the coat-of-arms of the 

family which helped sponsor its construction. The 

whole Calvary cycle consists of fourteen chapels. 

Together with the church at the top of the hill and 

the small chapels along the way, a cemetery was 

built for the donors of the Calvary.

Under the church, creating the illusion of city walls, 

there are the catacombs, which served as a burial 

site for priests. Since the 1980s, the whole complex 

is constantly being restored.  



soLiVar 
(THe saLTern)
Today, this place is a part of the city of Prešov. 

It used to be connected to the brine springs, 

out of which salt was retrieved, at first only 

through evaporation. In the 16th century, the 

mining of rock salt started in the first salt mine 

in Slovakia, even though later on, the extraction 

of salt came back to the ‘salt boiling’, for which 

large iron pans were used. This technology 

kept developing and improving. Until the 19th 

century, more salt boileries were built, along 

with a church, a chapel, and a storage house, 

as well as some administration buildings. In 

1970, The Saltern was declared a national 

cultural monument, and thus belongs among 

the most significant technological monuments 

in Slovakia.

In 1571, the Leopold Shaft was dug in order 

to pump the brine to the surface. It was 155 

meters (more than 500 feet) deep. Later on, 

the building of a pumping device for the brine 

was erected over the shaft – this device was 

driven by four horses or oxen, and in Slovak 

language, it was called ‘gápeľ. The gápeľ of 

Solivar, or the pumping device of The Saltern, 

is the largest pumping device of its kind in the 

Central europe.

Gápeľ

Četerne



Brine was extracted in large leather sacks 

containing 5 to 7 hectolitres (roughly 130 to 

185 gallons). Then, it was delivered to storage 

containers and to an evaporation pan; after 

that, it was dried and transported to the 

storage house, which burned down in 1986 and 

thus is not open to the public today.

The Saltern complex contains more buildings, 

for example the knocking tower (klopačka), 

which was used to announce the start of the 

working hours to the employees, as well as 

other important events.

nowadays, there is a Slovak Technical Museum 

exhibit called ‘The History of Salt Mining and 

Salt Production in The Saltern’ in the area.

Klopačka
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PrešoV 
CasTLe TraiL
The Prešov Castle Trail is a trail connecting six 

castles with the city of Prešov.

šariš Castle - one of the largest Slovak castles, 

which used to house kings in the times of their 

visits to Šariš. The castle kept changing owners 

until the 17th century – various magnates, earls 

or kings. The last owners of the castle were the 

Rákóczi family. At the end of the 17th century, 

the castle burned down and there have not 

been any inhabitants ever since. extensive 

reconstruction has been going on in the last 

few years.

Kapušany Castle - built in the same spot as an 

old Slavic fort in the Kapušany town.

This castle protected the royal road which led 

from Prešov to the north. In the 15th century, 

the castle was used as a military prison. Just 

like the Šariš Castle, the Kapušany Castle had 

several owners. It was finally demolished in 

1715. The castle is being reconstructed as well.

saltcastle (Highwayman Castle) - the ruins 

of this castle stand above the town of Ruská 

nová Ves. It is the oldest of all the six castles 

close to Prešov. Its location was strategic and it 

was built as protection of the Salt Mines village.   

šebeš Castle 

- built above 

the town of 

Podhradík. In the 

15th century, the 

citizens of Prešov 

burned the castle 

down because of the 

strained relationship with 

the owner of this castle. The 

owner as well as the steward 

were hanged. Currently, there is 

archeological and restorative work 

taking place at the Šebeš Castle.

Lipovce Castle - located to the west from 

the town of Lipovce, in the mountain range 

Branisko over the beautiful Lačnovský Canyon. 

It was built by the Merše family in the 13th 

century, and no written records of the castle’s 

fate were preserved.

obišovce Castle - fulfilling the function of a 

guard castle, its main role was to protect the 

trading route along the river of Svinka. even 

King Matthias Corvinus sometimes dwelled 

close to the town of obišovce, though it 

remains unknown if he ever visited the castle. 





OPAL MinEs

These mines are located in the Slanské Hills, 
in the village of Dubník, which belongs to the 
township of Červenica. The mines are an amazing 
phenomenon, exceptional even worldwide. 
They are the oldest and also the biggest deposit 
of the expensive and extremely rare opal in the 
world. The first mention of the mines comes from 
the 16th century, even though it is possible that 
opal was mined in this area already during the 
existence of the ancient Roman empire. Until the 
19th century, the opal mines in Dubník were the 
only area in the world where opal was harvested; 
the mines have not been used for the extraction 
of opals since 1922.

At the bottom of the local stream, the biggest opal 
in the world was found in 1775. The opal is called 
the Harlequin, it weighs 600 grams (roughly 1.3 
lbs), and it is on display in the Museum of natural 
Sciences in Vienna.

Some of the opals can also be seen in the city 
centre of Prešov, on Hlavná (Main Street) 107, 
embedded in the face of the clock at the front of 
the building.

In addition to these beautiful precious stones, the 
area of Dubník is also the largest bat hibernation 
site in Slovakia. There are 16 different kinds of 
bats, bringing the number of these animals in 
the area to roughly 3,000. Consequently, the area 
has been declared a protected natural range of 
European significance.
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You can find all the important information here:

THe CiTy inFormaTion CenTre

Hlavná 67, 080 01 Prešov

Slovakia

Phone: 00421 51 3100 125, 00421 51 3100 126

e-mail: mic.info@presov.sk

opening hours: 

Mon-Fri 9:00-17:00

Sat 9:00-13:00

www.presov.sk

Free Wi-Fi in the city centre! 
The City information Centre 

(mestské informačné Centrum) Prešov, slovakia


